FROM THE MINISTER @W \qa/t C&Mh}

5 December 2011 [ t
Our Ret. SUB 10161201 Wonidafy
me// C@u an Aisedom

ﬂk@ i Department of
@gé Culture, Arts
#' and Leisure

AN ROINN

Cultir, Ealaion
N '

agus Foilliochta

Mr Peter Mc Naney
Belfast City Council

City Hall r— {LV! Q%‘ ICauseway Exchange
Belfast 1-7 Bedford Street
elias O Z Belfast BT2 7EG
BT1 5GS — Referred to /- Tel: +44 (0) 28 9051 5202
(ACX Lorp Comims em Serv] :
Text phone: +44 (0) 28 9052 7668

GR SPP
AR

%E&C TS

email: private.office@dcalni.gov.uk

SPORT MATTERS: STRATEGY FOR SPORT AND PHYSICAL
RECREATION, 2009-2019

You may be aware that, in 2009, the Executive approved a new ten year
strategy for sport and physical recreation in the north of Ireland entitled Sport
Matters. This strategy was developed by the Department of Culture, Arts and
Leisure (DCAL) in partnership with Sport NI. :

District councils, as you know, have statutory responsibility for recreational
and sporting provision within their local areas. Councils were therefore
closely consulted on the development of Sport Matters prior to its approval by
the Executive. Moreover, Sport Matters explicitly recognises the crucial role
councils play, along with other stakeholders, in sport and recreational delivery.
Indeed, you may be aware of the contributions that district councils - through a
range of representative bodies such as NILGA, SOLACE and CLOA - are
making already in terms of implementing this strategy.

At present, and following this year's council elections, | am writing to all
Council Chief Executives to ask if they could arrange to draw the content of
this letter to the attention of their next council standing committee meeting. |
am also alerting Chief Executives that SportNI, which is facilitating Sport
Matters’ implementation on my behalf, will be running, over the next few
months, a series of value of sport road shows across the north. At least one
of these road shows is expected to take place either in, or close by, your
council area. Up to date information on plans for road shows may be obtained
from SportNI at the House of Sport, Upper Malone Road, Belfast, BT9 5LA
(Tel: 028 90 381 222; E-mail: info@sportni.net)

You should note that | am writing, in similar terms to Council mayors, and
have advised them that | have written to their Chief Executives to ask that
they draw this issue to the attention of their respective standing committees.
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In the meantime, | enclose a copy of Sport Matters. Sport Matters can, of
course, be downloaded from DCAL'’s web site at
http://www.dcalni.gov.uk/index/sport/sport_matters.htm. Should you have any
further queries with regard to this letter, your office can contact Ciaran Mee,
Sports Branch in DCAL (Tel: 02890 515 086; E-mail:-
ciaran.mee@dcalni.gov.uk).

| trust you find this information helpful.
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